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I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
For the past few years, Lower Mainland municipalities, schools and community agencies 

have noticed a steady increase in the number of families arriving from the People’s 

Republic of China (PRC).  As a result of this immigration trend, a large number of new 

students from the PRC have enrolled in Vancouver schools.  A needs survey conducted 

by SUCCESS, a community social service agency serving new immigrants, indicated that 

students from China face a number of challenges, including language and cultural 

barriers.  In particular, the survey documented concerns about the adequacy of supports 

to older students who are between  16 -18 and who have only one or two years remaining 

in high school. 

 

This report, Youth From China -  A Preliminary Look at Education and Integration 

Needs in Vancouver, further investigates the situation facing 16 to 18 year old students 

from China, and was initiated by a steering group comprised of representatives from the 

Vancouver Social Planning Department, the Vancouver School Board, SUCCESS and the 

Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation.  The purposes were: 1) to further identify the 

needs of older students from China; 2) to further facilitate discussion among various 

stakeholder groups on joint initiatives for students; 3) to develop longer term strategies 

for collaborative program development to support integration initiatives.    

 

The study was undertaken between April and May, 2003, with students from Churchill 

Secondary School in Vancouver.  Information was generated from a questionnaire survey 

and two focus group sessions with selected students.  Questions for the study were 

grouped into six areas: schooling, family and friends, sports and recreational activities, 

health/self- concept (physical and emotional well-being), community, and future 

orientation.  

 

Findings vary between survey results and focus group sessions.  In general, survey 

findings are very positive in most areas under investigation and only point to three areas 

which require more attention: 1) sufficiency of knowledge about education systems in 

Vancouver; 2) easing the difficulty in making English-speaking friends; and 3) the drop 

in the rate of participation in school sports and out-of-school activities after students’ 

arrival in Vancouver.  

 

Findings generated from the focus group sessions raised concerns in four areas: school 

experience, making friends, participation in school sports and out-of-school activities, 

and sense of self (emotional well-being) after arrival in Vancouver.  Some older students 

from the PRC feel they are segregated from the mainstream school community, and feel 

deprived at not being able to learn in a more linguistically and culturally mixed 

environment.  They feel that they are “trapped” in a situation where they can do little to 

effect change or make progress.  A few of them struggle with feelings of disorientation 

and loss.  Based on their feedback, it seems that the current system is not responsive 

enough in integrating older students into the education system or preparing them for 

future pursuits.  Contrary to the survey findings, the majority of focus group participants 

(83%) expressed some dissatisfaction with schooling experience in Vancouver, 
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specifically regarding the ESL Program.  It seems that the ESL model designed to assist 

non-English speaking immigrant students with integrating into the Canadian education 

system has had some unintended consequences which require further thought and 

examination.   

 

Focus group findings further indicate that many older PRC students have not been able to 

establish social connections in which communication in English and cross-cultural 

exchanges are the routine.  Language and cultural barriers as well as experiential 

differences have also affected these students’ participation in school sports and out-of-

school recreational activities.  The students generally are not aware of local 

resources/programs which can enhance their community linkage or participation.  

 

It should be emphasized that the findings of this report are based on responses of students 

from one high school in Vancouver.  Further investigations with larger sample of students 

may be necessary in order to ascertain if similar experiences and concerns are shared by 

other older PRC students in Vancouver schools.  

  

In conclusion, the consultant proposes the following recommendations in addressing the 

educational and integration needs of recent PRC students in Vancouver (for a complete 

list of recommendations, please see Appendix IV) :   

    

1. That School authorities begin to look for ways to better utilize ESL students’ 

assets/abilities and retain their motivation, and consider alternative models to 

facilitate faster integration of older ESL students into the education system, and 

beyond.       

 

2. That Schools, Park Board and community organizations work together to 

formulate regular social and information events for older ESL students, and to 

create opportunities for cross-cultural interactions conducted in English.  

 

3. That Schools and local community centers work on programs which will 

introduce Canadian sports to immigrant students from non-English speaking 

countries, and to create opportunities for sports and recreational activities that 

would involve both immigrant and native-born students. 

 

4. That Schools, with the assistance of community organizations, establish regular  

communication channels with ESL parents and encourage their participation in 

school orientation activities.  Schools should strengthen support or counseling 

for students who feel disconnected and lost.    

 

5. That the Project Steering Group work with other concerned parties in 

establishing community-based programs which will help ESL students get more 

involved or informed about local community, and which will enable students to 

learn more about the history and current issues of the Vancouver community.  
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II.  Background 
 

For the past several years, Lower Mainland municipalities, schools and community 

agencies have noticed the steady increase in the number of families arriving from the 

People’s Republic of China (PRC).    

 

In 1997, about 10 % of new immigrants to B.C. were from China.  In 2001, that number 

increased to 27.4%.  During that year, 34,186 new immigrants landed in the Greater 

Vancouver area, of whom 9,394 came from China.   

 

New student enrollment in Vancouver schools showed a similar trend.  According to 

Vancouver School Board (VSB) records, 4,364 new students registered for schools 

through the District Reception and Placement Centre in 2001, with 1,354 students (31%) 

from China. About 16% of PRC students are 16 years or older at arrival.   

 

Indications from Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) show that China will 

continue to be a key source country of immigration to BC and Vancouver in the 

foreseeable future.   

 

Needs Survey 

 

In 2001-2, SUCCESS, a social service agency providing settlement and related services 

to new immigrants in the Lower Mainland, undertook a needs survey of Mainland 

Chinese immigrant youths in two Vancouver schools.  The survey also included 

interviews with school personnel and community service providers.    

 

The survey indicated that students from China face a number of challenges both in and 

outside schools.  Overall, students need more support in improving language proficiency, 

access to recreation and out-of-school activities, family and peer support, and better 

understanding of future educational or occupational opportunities.  The survey also 

documented concerns about the adequacy of supports to older students who are between 

the ages of 16 and 18, and who have only one or two years remaining in high school 

before they graduate. 

 

Project Steering Group 
 

In December 2002, Vancouver Social Planning Department staff met with representatives 

from the Vancouver School Board, SUCCESS and the Vancouver Board of Parks and 

Recreation to discuss issues of concerns arising from the needs survey, and to look at 

possible strategies to address the needs of students from China.  Participants at the 

meeting agreed to form a Project Steering Group to continue to facilitate the process.   

 

Based on statistics provided by VSB District Reception Centre, the Project Steering 

Group agreed that viable initiatives should be developed to help address these needs. One 

strategy was to focus on selected Vancouver Secondary schools with large numbers of 

new students from China, and to develop collaborative support network and programs for 
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those students who have barriers in accessing local resources or participating in local 

youth programs. 

       

Upon review of enrollment data and information, the Project Steering Group proposed a 

pilot study with the following components:  

 

a) to conduct a study of students from China between the ages of 16 and 18, who have 

significant language and integration barriers;  

 

b) to approach Vancouver Secondary Schools (e.g. Churchill, Gladstone, Killarney and 

Windermere) to see if they are interested in being part of the survey; 

 

c) the study would consist of two components: a questionnaire survey and focus group 

sessions with selected students from the target group. A consultant would be hired to 

conduct the focus group sessions and to compile the report; 

 

d) to use the study’s findings to facilitate further discussion on joint initiatives among 

students, parents, school board, park board, youth service providers, and other interested 

community groups;        

            

e) based on the findings, the Project Steering Group would explore program or funding 

resources to support new initiatives, where appropriate;  

     

f) to share report findings with parents, students, schools, community/immigrant service 

organizations, media and other interested parties.   

 

In this phase of the project, it was decided that the study would be carried out at Churchill 

Secondary School between April and May, 2003.  The Social Planning Department is 

providing overall project co-ordination and funding for the consultant’s work, and 

SUCCESS and VSB are contributing towards translation and printing costs. 

 

 

The Project Steering Group: 
 

Catherine Eddy, Manager, Vancouver School Board District Reception Centre  

Greg Eng, Manager of Recreation Services, Van East District, Vancouver Park Board 

Booth Palmer, Youth Program Coordinator, Vancouver Park Board 

Kelly Ng, Director, Family and Youth Program, SUCCESS 

Jason Chan, Youth Program Coordinator, SUCCESS  

Debbie Anderson, Child & Youth Social Planner, City of Vancouver  

Baldwin Wong, Multicultural Social Planner, City of Vancouver 
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III.  METHODOLOGY 
    

With the support of Churchill Secondary, the study was carried out in April and May, 

2003.  It consisted of a Questionnaire Survey and two Focus Group meetings at Churchill.   

 

A questionnaire (see Appendix II) was developed by the Steering Group with input from 

Churchill School.  The School assisted with distributing the bilingual questionnaire to 72 

students in April.  The students chosen were from the ESL and Transition Program ( See 

Appendix I for students’ profile).  A summary of the findings is presented in Section III 

of this report.   

 

Two focus group sessions were held on May 20 and 21, with 23 participants from 

Churchill’s ESL and Transition Program (see Appendix I/Table II for participants’ 

profile).  All participants were 16-18 years old and had arrived in Vancouver within the 

past three years.  Each session lasted for two hours and was conducted in Chinese to 

facilitate students being able to express themselves more freely in their mother tongue.  

The meetings were recorded and participants’ views are summarized and presented in 

Section IV of this report.  
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IV.  SUMMARY OF SURVEY FINDINGS 
 

A few small problems occurred in the process of the survey:  

 

• 19 students who participated in the Questionnaire Survey were not from PRC.  

Their responses were not included in this analysis and the total number of survey 

respondents from PRC is 53. 

 

• Some students were provided with a questionnaire in which a page was missing; 

the missing page contained questions 13-22 inclusive. 

 

Students born in 1987 -1 questionnaire was incomplete 

Students born in 1986 - 4 questionnaires were incomplete 

Students born in 1985 - 4 questionnaires were incomplete 

Students born in 1984 - 3 questionnaires were incomplete 

 

• Not all students responded to every question. This means that questionnaire totals 

differed from the purported number of students to whom the questionnaire was 

given.  

 

• One female student in the 1984 age cohort completed only the first 10 questions.  

This factor additionally changed the total number of responses for this age cohort 

 

Survey questions are divided into six areas: 

 

1) schooling 

2) family and friends 

3) sports and recreational activities 

4) health/self-concept (physical and emotional well-being) 

5) community 

6) future orientation 

 

A summary of survey findings is presented in the following section. 

 

For the purpose of discussion, “Yes” and “Somewhat” responses are generally interpreted 

as positive responses and “No” and “Not sure” are interpreted as negative responses. 
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IV.I   Schooling 

 

Table 1.  Schooling- Before Arrival in Vancouver 
 

Questions 

 

Total  Number 

of Responses 

Yes   Somewhat   No   Not Sure 

I felt good about 

school in China 

53   17   22             9      5      

I knew about 

graduation 

requirements in 

Canada 

40    7      8             17 8 

I knew about the 

Canadian school 

system 

39 2 13 17     7 

I knew that I 

would be in an 

ESL class 

40 20 7 10 3 

I knew that it 

would take years 

to learn English 

40 15 12 7 6 

 

 

Table 2.  Schooling- After Arrival in Vancouver 
 

Questions 

 

Number of 

Responses 

Yes  Somewhat No   Not Sure 

I felt good about 

attending school 

in Vancouver 

 

40 27     12    1  

I can handle the 

amount of school 

work 

40 27 9 2 2 

I understand 

what’s being 

taught in school 

40 29 9 2  

I believe I can 

finish high school 

39 21     10      3 5 

I will go to 

college or 

university 

40 28 5 3 4 

My parents 

expect me to go 

to college or 

university 

40 39  1  

I believe my 

family came to 

Canada for my 

education 

52 45 6 1  

 

As Tables1and 2 suggest, most of the respondents reported positively about their school 

experience in China and Vancouver.  39 (74%) respondents said that they felt good or 
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somewhat good about going to school in China and a higher percentage (97.5%) felt good 

about attending school in Vancouver.  Only 4 out of 40 respondents reported that they 

could not handle the amount of school work here.  Only 2 out of 40 respondents reported 

that they did not understand what was being taught in school.  31 (79%) out of 39 

respondents reported that they believed that they could complete secondary school and 33 

(82.5%) out of 40 indicated that they would go to college or university.  39 (97.5%) out 

of 40 respondents marked that their parents expected them to go to college and university, 

which also reflects the overwhelming belief that their parents had come to Canada for 

their children’s education (98%).  

 

At the same time, the responses indicate that more than half of the students did not have 

sufficient knowledge about education systems in Canada.  Only 15 of the respondents 

indicated that they had some idea of graduation requirements prior to arriving in Canada, 

and the same number indicated some awareness of the school system they were about to 

enter. Approximately 67% reported that they knew they would need to spend time 

studying English, but about 32.5% answered that they had no idea of how long it would 

take to acquire sufficient communication competence in the language.  

 

 

IV. 2  Friends and Family 

 

Table 3.  Friends and Family - Before Arrival in Vancouver 
 

Questions 

 

Number of 

Responses 

Yes  Somewhat No   Not Sure 

I had good 

family 

relationships in 

China 

53 39 11 3  

I had good 

friends in China 

53 45 5 2 1 

 

 

Table 4.  Friends and Family - After Arrival in Vancouver 
 

Questions 

 

Number of 

Responses 

Yes  Somewhat No   Not Sure 

I have made 

friends in school 

here 

51 42 7 2  

It’s easy to make 

English-speaking 

friends 

52 10 14 19 9 

I have made 

friends from 

places other than 

my home country 

52 29 16 6 1 

I miss my friends 

and other family 

members in 

China 

51 44 5 1 1 
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Table 3 shows that an overwhelming majority of the respondents (96%) enjoyed good 

family relationships and friendships before they arrived in Vancouver.  Table 4 indicates 

that approximately the same number of respondents missed their friends and other family 

members in China.  Many respondents appear to have good social skills since 96% of 

them reported that they had made friends in school here and 85% reported that they had 

made friends with people from other countries after their arrival in Vancouver.  However, 

about 54% said that it was difficult to make friends with English speakers.  There is also 

a slight gender difference in this category: female respondents appear to be less socially 

active.  About 67% of female respondents, compared to 47% of males, reported that it 

was difficult to make English-speaking friends.  As well, a lower percentage of female 

respondents reported that they had made friends from other places.  

 

 

IV. 3  Sports at School and Out-of-school Activities 

 

Table 5.  Sports at School and Out-of-school Activities - Before Arrival in 

Vancouver 
 

Questions Number of 

Responses 

Yes  Somewhat No   Not Sure 

I participated  in 

school sports in 

China 

53 27 

M-17 

F-10 

17 

M-9 

F-8 

4 5 

I enjoyed 

participating in 

school sports in 

China 

53 18 

M-12 

F-6 

24 

M-13 

F-11 

6 5 

I participated in 

out-of-school 

activities in 

China 

53 30 

M-17 

F-13 

15 

M-7 

F-8 

4 4 

I enjoyed 

participating in 

out-of-school 

activities in 

China 

53 28 

M-14 

F-14 

18 

M-12 

F-6 

5 2 

 

 

 

Table 6. Sports at School and Out-of-school Activities - After Arrival in Vancouver 
 

Questions 

 

Number of 

Responses 

Yes  Somewhat  No   Not Sure 

I participate in 

school sports 

here 

52 19 

M-14 

F-5 

13 

M-7 

F-6 

15 5 

I participate in 

out-of-school 

activities here 

52 17 

M-11 

F-6 

16 

M-11 

F-5 

12 7 



Youth From China – A Preliminary Look at Education and Integration Needs In Vancouver       

________________________________________________________________________                                                                     

 10 

I know where to 

go for sports and 

recreation in 

Vancouver  

52 25 

M-17 

F-8 

17 

M-9 

F-8 

8 2 

I enjoy sports 

and out-of-

school activities 

49 20 

M-14 

F-6 

16 

M-10 

F-6 

9 4 

I can afford to 

pay for sports or 

out-of-school 

activities 

52 29 

M-19 

F-10 

12 

M-4 

F-8 

8 3 

 

According to Tables 5 and 6, most survey respondents said that they had participated in 

school sports (83%) and out-of-school activities (79%) in China and enjoyed doing so 

(79%-87%).  Their participation rates in Vancouver, however, have decreased (62% - 

63%), and fewer respondents (73%) said they enjoyed school and out-of-school activities 

here, although about 79% indicated that they could afford to pay for sports or out-of-

school activities and about 81% said that they knew where to go for recreational activities.  

Again a gender difference appears in this category: while the overall participation rates in 

Vancouver have decreased, there is a bigger decrease in female participation. Only 52% 

of female respondents reported that they participated in school sports and out-of-school 

activities.  

 

 

IV. 4  Sense of Self (Physical and Emotional Well-being) 

 

Table 7.  Sense of Self (Physical and Emotional Well-being) - Before Arrival in 

Vancouver 
 

Questions 

 

Number of 

Responses 

Yes   Somewhat  No    Not Sure 

I have good 

health in China 

 

53 44 7 2  

I felt good about 

myself in China 

53 33 14 3 3 

I was involved in 

deciding to come 

to Canada 

52 18 23 8 3 

 

 

Table 8.  Sense of Self (Emotional Well-being) - After Arrival in Vancouver 
 

Questions 

 

Number of 

Responses 

Yes   Somewhat No  Not Sure 

I have good 

health in Canada 

 

52 43 7 1 1 

My family made 

the right decision 

to come to 

Canada 

52 32 15 2 3 



Youth From China – A Preliminary Look at Education and Integration Needs In Vancouver       

________________________________________________________________________                                                                     

 11 

I feel good about 

myself in Canada 

52 26 19 4 3 

I feel good about 

my life in 

Canada 

52 26 18 5 3 

I have a lot of 

freedom in 

Vancouver 

52 32 15 2 3 

I manage my free 

time well 

52 24 22 4 2 

 

As Tables 7 and 8 suggest, 96% of survey respondents reported that they had good health 

in China and in Canada.  90% reported that coming to Canada was the right decision, and 

79% said they had been involved in the decision-making to emigrate.  About 89% of the 

respondents reported that they felt good about themselves in China and, as indicated by 

the number listed in the above table, their feelings of self-worth seem not to have 

diminished since they came to Vancouver. 87% said that they felt good about themselves 

in Canada and 85% said they felt good about their life in Canada.  However, very mixed 

responses were evident in the focus group sessions (see Section IV. 4, under “Sense of 

self). 

 

 

IV. 5  Community 

 

Table 9.  Community – After Arrival in Vancouver 
 

Questions 

 

Number of 

Responses 

Yes  Somewhat No   Not Sure 

I learned about 

Canada before I 

left China 

53 16 20 8 9 

I am involved in 

the Vancouver 

Community 

 

52 13 25 18 6 

I want to learn 

more about 

Vancouver 

52 32 15 2 3 

 

Nearly 68% of survey respondents marked that they had learned something about Canada 

prior to their arrival, and a full 90% indicated that they wanted to learn more.  73% said 

that they were involved in the Vancouver community.  Focus group discussions elicited 

different responses to this question (see Section IV. 5, under “Community”). 
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IV. 6  Future Orientation 

 

Table 10.  Future 
 

Questions 

 

Number of 

Responses 

Yes  Somewhat No   Not Sure 

I expect to live in 

Vancouver after 

graduation 

52 23 14 5 10 

 

71% of survey participants indicated that they would stay in Vancouver or Canada after 

graduation. The question was posed more specifically in the focus group sessions and 

elicited more complex responses (see Section IV. 6, under “Future”). 
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V.  SUMMARY OF FOCUS GROUP SESSIONS 
 

Questions for focus group sessions are based on survey findings and input by members of 

the Steering Committee (see Appendix 2).  The questions are divided into six areas: 

 

1)   schooling 

2) family and friends 

3) sports at school and out-of-school activities 

4) sense of self in Canada (emotional well-being) 

5) community 

6) future orientation 

 

Focus group questions were designed to overcome the limitations of the survey, which 

consists of mainly close-ended questions.  As expected, focus group sessions produced 

more in-depth and complex information. The following is a summary of focus group 

findings. 

 

 

V. 1  Schooling 

 

Questions: 

1. How do you assess your overall experience in school here -- positive or negative? 

Why? 

2. Do you think you can finish high school?  If the answer is “no,” why not?   

3. Will you go to college or university after you graduate from high school? If  the 

answer is “no,” why not?  What are the obstacles?   

4. Do you know what’s required to enroll in post-secondary education programs? 

 

Most participants’ views about their school experience in Vancouver can be described as 

being ambivalent.  When asked how they would assess their overall school experience, an 

overwhelming majority answered “positive.”  Further probing uncovered that for these 

students “positive” mostly means lighter school workload and lower degree of difficulty 

in comparison to schools in China.  A couple of participants cited flexibility in the 

Vancouver school system as a positive phenomenon that does not exist in Chinese 

schools. Two students also mentioned “more friendly” teachers and better teaching styles.  

Nonetheless, a large number of participants (91%) expressed their concerns about the 

ESL and Transition Programs, regarding it as a major negative aspect of their schooling 

experience in Vancouver.  

 

It is a shared view that they are held back by the current way of incorporating immigrant 

kids into the school system.  In general, participants think that ESL classes are easy and 

the progress is too slow; it takes too many years to complete the Program.  There are too 

few examinations each year. The infrequency prevents them from moving up the 

ESL/Transition classification scale faster, and reduces motivation to study hard.  There 

are only two students in the Transition program.  Both hoped the program would be 

reduced from one year to six months.  Quite a number of students said that they have lost 
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motivation because 1) ESL classes do not pose any challenge (e.g. “little work,” “the 

level is too low,” and “some teachers do not care as long as you do not make troubles.”), 

and 2) ESL courses are non-credited (“…not motivated because ESL has not credits and 

it is not important.  After you stay in ESL for 3 or 4 years they will let you go anyway”).  

They feel being constrained by ESL since ESL students are not allowed to take credit 

courses.  In addition, they find that ESL classes do not provide a favourable learning 

environment; that is, the concentration of non-English speakers in one class encourages 

students to speak to each other in their native language, whereas they would be forced to 

speak English if they were mixed with English-speaking students.  There is a feeling that 

they are “trapped” and unable to do anything to change their situation.  Consequently, 

ESL is cited as a factor that affected their sense of self and feelings about living in 

Vancouver (see the section under Sense of Self).  

 

Because their current ESL status does not permit them to take credited courses, none of 

the participants felt that they would be able to finish high school.  Nonetheless, most of 

the students said that they would go to adult school to complete high school education. 

One student said that she was advised by a government counsellor to transfer to an 

“easier” school to get her high school diploma.  21 participants (91%) said they would go 

to college or university (and it is their parents’ wish, too).  One student admitted that she 

was not a good student in China and has become worse here.  Although she has the desire 

to get a university education, it is likely that she would only finish high school.  Another 

student also expressed doubt about his future, saying that his English was not good 

enough for him to reach his goal to enter college or university. 

 

Only a few participants said that they knew something about college and university 

requirements and had done some research on that.  Most of them seem to have very little 

idea except that they must graduate from high school. 

 

 

V. 2  Family and Friends  

 

Questions:  

1. Have you developed a closer relationship with your family after you arrived in 

Vancouver?  Why or why not? 

2. Have you developed good relationships with friends in Vancouver?  Why or why 

not? 

3. Is it easy to make English-speaking friends?   Why not?   

 

Participants’ answers reveal that the impact of immigration on students’ relationship with 

their families varies.  Some students said that they have developed a closer relationship 

with their parents after their arrival in Vancouver because now their parents spend time 

with them, whereas in China their parents were too busy with their own work or business.  

However, a number of students said that their situation is the opposite. Their parents are 

now too busy working or have to spend a considerable amount of time in China attending 

their business; consequently, their relationship has become distant (although this is not 

the case for all those students whose parents are currently in China).  One student said 
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that his parents put so much pressure on him that he did not feel like going home after 

school.  Another student revealed that in China she did not have a good relationship with 

her parents and their relationship has deteriorated after immigration because they now 

spend more time together.   

 

Although survey findings indicate that a large number of respondents have made friends 

with people from other countries, focus group participants said that their “foreign 

friends” are primarily Korean and Japanese students, who are easier to communicate with 

because of their ESL background and similar experience as immigrant kids.  Only one 

participant said that he spends time socializing with English-speakers playing computer 

games; most participants admitted that the new friends they made in Vancouver are from 

China, whom they met through chat rooms. Participants cited language barriers, cultural 

differences, differences in lifestyles, experiences, and interests as major factors that 

prevented them from making friends with English speakers.  A few students expressed 

their biased views towards “foreigners” – people of European background.  Some other 

students said that there existed certain discrimination against non-English speakers.  

Cultural differences seem to have the effect of separating these immigrant kids from local 

students.  

 

 

V. 3  Sports at School And Out-of-School Activities 

 

Questions:  

 

1. Do you participate in sports at school here?   If the answer is “no,” Why not?  

2. Do you participate in local sports and recreation? What type? Where? Why? 

3. Do you participate in out-of-school activities here?  What type? Where? Why or 

why not?   

4. Where do you go for sports and out-of-school activities?   

 

The Focus Group findings are not as positive as survey findings.  Except those few who 

are currently taking a PE course, none of the participants said that they participated in 

school sports.  When asked why, participants cited the following reasons: they do not 

have enough information about sports activities in school;  they do not have friends to go 

to the same event to be their partners;  they are not familiar with “Canadian” sports (e.g. 

they never played baseball in China), and do not know the rules and hence are unable to 

participate.  For the same reason, they could not find any other students who want to play 

with them. One participant described her experience this way: “you are standing there by 

yourself for the entire period, not knowing what to do. Nobody pays any attention to you, 

not even the teacher.  It is too uncomfortable.”  A few participants remarked that they 

have experienced certain subtle discrimination from PE teachers and local students. 

 

The majority of the participants do participate in self-organized out-of-school activities 

with their Chinese friends. They go to parks, community centres, YMCA, or commercial 

places to swim, ice-skate, play basketball, bowling, and tennis.  One student is enrolled in 

a dance class programmed by a community center (Point Grey) after being informed by a 
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friend, but only one student said that he knew about community centre programs.  The 

rest of the participants said that they did not know about community centres’ programs 

but simply use their facilities.  The community centre that most students go to is Marpole/ 

Oakridge, which is near where they live.  They consider it too small (with limited 

facilities) and quiet (not much going on).  Some students said that they go to Oak Park to 

play basketball.      

 

V. 4   Sense of Self (Emotional well-being)  

 

Questions: 

 

1. If you were now given an opportunity to decide on immigrating to Canada, would 

you still choose to come to Vancouver?  Why or why not? 

2. Do you feel good about yourself in Canada? Why or why not?  

3. Do you feel good about you life in Canada?  Why or why not?   

 

Participants’ responses to Question 1 are largely positive: 16 out of 23 participants 

answered that they would still decide to immigrate. The reasons they gave include:  

1) lighter school workload; 

2) better natural environment; 

3) less competition for university education compared to the situation in China; 

4) Chinese perceptions of greater value in Canadian university degrees; 

5) opportunities to learn new things or to  improve English so as to get a good job in 

China in the future; and  

6) a sense of pride that one may gain after overcoming the difficulties of 

immigration.   

 

However, 7 of the 16 participants said that they would come to Canada at an earlier (in 

elementary school) or later date (after high school graduation), citing ESL as a factor that 

influenced their decision.  7 participants (30%) said that they would not come or would 

go to a different country.   

 

Significant discrepancies exist between survey and focus group session findings, 

pertaining to emotional well-being. Participants’ remarks reveal that a considerable 

number of students have not been able to adjust to the new learning environment and that 

“failure” has affected their sense of self.  The two groups provided different answers to 

the question “Do you feel good about yourself in Canada? Why or why not?”  In Focus 

Group I, all participants said that they did not suffer from any feelings of inferiority as 

immigrant students.  One student said that she felt better here than in China due to less 

pressure in school here.  However, one student said that he did not feel good because he 

was worried everyday about how to get into regular classes. His feeling was shared by 

participants in Focus Group II, where a majority expressed their unhappiness about 

attending school and living in Vancouver.  When asked about their sense of self after they 

came to Vancouver, 9 out of 12 participants said that they enjoyed the light school 

workload, but they did not feel as good as they had felt in China for a number of reasons, 

most of which are related to the different pace of life and schooling experience in these 
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two countries.  The following is a selection of statements made by Focus Group II 

participants: 

 

“I have become lazy.  Teachers don’t care what you do, so sometimes I don’t 

want to get up in the morning. I have truly changed.  In China I was very diligent, 

getting up earlier in the morning to study.” 

 

“I enjoy the light workload and fresh air here, but when I was in China, I had a 

very busy life.  Being able to handle that made me feel that I was great.  Here I 

have become lazy.  Time passes, but I don’t feel fulfilled.  I haven’t learned 

much.” 

 

“If I had stayed in China, I should have got my high school diploma by now, but 

here I may have to wait for a few years.  I feel empty.” 

 

“I have a feeling of inferiority here.  In China, besides English all my subjects 

were good, so I had self-confidence.  Here when people know you are still in ESL, 

they somehow look down upon you.” 

 

“I feel dispirited.  There is no pressure here.  In China I had goals and it was 

easier to reach the goals.  Here I have to improve my English first and I think it is 

very difficult to reach my goals.” 

 

“Yeah, we have no goals now.  If your goals are close and reachable, you will 

make an effort to reach them.  But if they are not reachable and if it would take 

years to reach them, you cannot do much but wait for time to pass.  You’ve lost 

your motivation.” 

 

When asked whether they feel good about their life in Vancouver, the answers are similar: 

 

“In terms of workload, I would say ‘yes.’ But after thinking about it, I don’t feel 

good at all because I am wasting my time and I cannot do anything about it.  It is 

beyond my control.” 

 

“Time passes very fast but I don’t have a feeling of fulfillment.  In China I felt 

very fulfilled.  I started school at 7:00 a.m. everyday and school finished at 9:00 

p.m.  It is better to be busy.” 

 

“Yeah, I was very busy in China, but here life is so boring.” 

 

“It is a place for retirement, but we young people don’t like the life of old people.  

We like to have a sense of fulfillment and to have ups and downs.” 

 

“It is good here but there is nothing to do.” 

“I feel the same.” 
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“Very boring.  I wait for the end of the class, then the end of the school day and 

then the end of the semester.   Then I feel I have wasted another year.” 

 

“It is too quiet here, not a good place for career development.”  

 

“In China my body was tired but my heart wasn’t.  I felt very fulfilled.  It is the 

opposite here.  My body is not tired but my heart is.  Everyday when I get home, I 

sigh because another has passed….  In China I slept about 5 to 6 hours a day.  

Physically it was fatigue, but I felt fulfilled.  Here I sleep a lot, but don’t feel 

fulfilled.  It is too relaxed, too slow.  I no longer care about what I am doing and 

will do.  In China, you had this sense of urgency; you tried to accomplish things 

within a short period of time.  There is nothing to stimulate you here.   It is the 

opposite of China.  I have been here for less than a year, but I feel like an old man 

now.  My heart feels very old…. Another problem is that the knowledge I learned 

in China is not used here because I am in ESL.  I am leaving it behind and will 

have to pick it up again when I go to college or university.  That will be difficult.” 

  

“Yes.  I feel uneasy and even empty.  Everyday I feel this way.  I also feel I 

should go to the U.S. for university education.  It is like being retired here.” 

 

“Now when we go back to China, we cannot catch up with people at home.  We 

are like old people now.  To come here at the age of 17 or 18 is like killing me.” 

 

Only one student in this group said that he felt empty, too, but was able to change that by 

setting up short-term goals.  When asked why other students did not set up short-term 

goals and keep themselves busy, some students answered that it did not matter much 

whether one set up goals or not.  They were ‘controlled” or “restricted by time” because 

of the way in which the ESL system is set up.  “We are like being trapped.”   “We have to 

endure our time.”    

 

To what extent the feelings of these participants are shared by other older PRC students is 

worth further investigation because of the close connection between their sense of self 

and their schooling and life experience.   

 

V. 5  Community 

 

Questions: 

1. Do you know about community programs and services in Vancouver?  What kind? 

How did you learn about them?  What do you think are still missing in existing 

programs? 

2. Are you involved in the Vancouver community?  (your idea of “Vancouver 

community”?) Why not? 

 

Although 73% of survey respondents reported that they were already involved in 

Vancouver communities, focus group sessions reveal that participants did not have a 

clear understanding of the term “community.”  They acknowledged that they knew little 
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about local social services or any non-profit organizations that provide service to youth.  

Only 3 students knew about SUCCESS and had made certain contact with the 

organization on various occasions.  One student visited the New Host Program.   

 

When asked if they identified themselves with Vancouver emotionally (or felt being part 

of it), all of them answered “no.”  Rather than seeing themselves as Vancouverites, they 

said that they were Chinese.  Some participants pointed out that their non-involvement in 

the local community had to do language and cultural barriers and believed that as time 

passed, they might feel more grounded locally.  All participants wish to learn more about 

Vancouver. 

 

V. 6 Future Orientation 

 

Questions: 

1. Do you expect to live in Vancouver or Canada after graduation?  Why or why not? 

2. If you do go to college or university here, what kind of job(s) do you wish to have 

after graduation?  Do you know the required qualifications?   

3. What kind of employment or pre-employment training do you think would help? 

 

When asked about their future orientation, participants’ answers vary. 5 students said that 

they would stay, 6 were undecided, 4 would go to U.S. or Europe for further study or 

move to another place for employ opportunities, and 8 would go back to China primarily 

for better job opportunities. 

 

Most of the participants have clear career goals.  The occupations they would like to enter 

include: business, engineering, psychotherapy, nursing, medical profession, accounting, 

and teaching.  Participants provided no answers to question 3.  
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VI.  Suggestions from Focus Group Participants: 

 
Suggestions were sought from focus group participants.  The following section includes 

questions the consultant asked and responses from participants.  

 

VI.1   Schooling  

 

Questions:  

1. What can be done (by whom?) to help you study and go to college and university? 

2. Do you wish to improve your English skills?  What’s the best way to do that?  Would 

you attend a language club? 

 

Participants’ responses:  

• ESL and Transition should be eliminated and immigrant students be mixed with 

other students. 

• ESL should be shortened (not divided into three levels); Transition reduces to six 

months so that students would have enough time to take credit courses. 

• ESL examinations should be two hours long and at a higher level so as to better 

test students’ language ability. 

• There should be more frequent English examinations, which could motivate 

students to study harder.  If they were given more opportunities, they would try 

harder. 

• There should be citywide public English examinations several times a year so that 

students could take these examinations themselves.  This would not only motivate 

them to study harder but also avoid the problem that ESL teachers hold students 

back on the basis of students’ “undesirable behaviors” (e.g. speaking Chinese in 

class). 

• Students should be allowed to take more than one course in summer school.   

• ESL students should be allowed to go to night school. 

• ESL students should be allowed to take regular courses; more pressure will push 

them to study harder. 

• It would be good to have evening classes on the same subjects of credit courses.  

ESL students could take evening classes and take the exams of regular courses.  If 

they pass, they should be given credits (Some students were even willing to pay a 

fee for evening classes).  

• ESL English and Reading should be combined. 

• ESL teachers should try to meet individual students’ needs. 

• ESL courses should be given credit. 

• School should have more communication with parents. 

 

 

VI. 2   Friends and Family 

 

Questions: 

1. Do you wish to make English-speaking friends?   
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2. What can be done (by whom?) to help you make English-speaking friends? 

 

Participants’ responses 

• School should  

- mix ESL and regular classes, and  

- organize events or activities to facilitate the interaction between ESL and 

English-speaking students 

 

VI. 3   Sports at School and Out-of-school Activities 

 

Questions: 

    1. What should be done (by whom?) so that you would consider participating more in 

school sports and out-of-school activities?  

    2.  What’s the best time and day of week that you would be most likely to participate?     

 

Participants’ responses: 

• School can 

- distribute information about sport activities in a better way, 

- organize annual school sports games (as schools in China do annually), 

- organize games between classes, 

- organize summer camping, 

- encourage students to join in clubs and do volunteer work (“There are 

very few programs in school.”  “We don’t have any information.”), and 

- organize out-of-school/social activities for immigrant students.  

 

• Parks Board can organize activities for them through community centres on 

weekends, and   

• Community centres can organize social events to facilitate interactions between 

immigrant and local youths 

 

 

VI. 4   Sense of Self 

 

Question: 

      1. What can be done (by whom?) to help you improve your self-esteem and life in 

Vancouver? 

 

Participants’ responses: 

• Students should be  

- given more exam opportunities, 

- be allowed to take more courses in summer school, and 

- be allowed to take regular courses 

 

• School should shorten ESL study and eliminate Transition.  
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VI. 5/6   Community and Future Orientation 

 

Question: 

1. What can be done (by whom) so that you can be more involved in the community? 

 

All participants said that they would like to know more about Vancouver, but they did not 

make specific suggestions except that they needed more information about the city.  

However, some of the suggestions they made concerning other categories of questions 

are relevant here.  

 

One student suggested that S.U.C.C.E.S.S.  establish a volunteer program for the purpose 

of assisting new immigrants and immigrant youths.  The program could recruit volunteers 

from high schools. 
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VII.   Recommendations: 

 
Discrepancies exist between survey and focus group findings.  In general, survey findings 

are more positive in almost all the areas under investigation and do not point to any 

significant problems concerning older students from the PRC.  However, three issues 

need attention: 1) more than half of the students did not have sufficient knowledge about 

education systems in Canada, 2) more than half of the respondents found it difficult to 

make English-speaking friends; and 3) there is a drop in the rate of participation in school 

sports and out-of-school activities after their arrival in Vancouver. In the last two areas,  

survey findings also suggest a gender difference – female students seem to be less active 

in social, sports and out-of-school recreational activities after they arrived in Vancouver. 

 

Findings generated from focus group sessions call particular attention to four issues: 

schooling, friends, participation in school sports and out-of-school activities, and sense of 

self (emotional well-being) after arrival in Vancouver.  These issues are interrelated as 

the findings of focus group sessions suggest.   Improvement in one area may lead to 

improvement in other areas. 

 

Based on focus group findings, it is clear that some older students from the PRC are 

somehow living in a language and cultural ghetto and struggling with feelings of 

disorientation and loss.  Factors that have contributed to this situation include their short 

length of stay in Vancouver, their current level of English proficiency (insufficient 

communication competence in the English language), and their limited knowledge of 

Canadian culture and society.  The findings of focus group sessions also suggest that 

these students have not been able to adjust to their new living and learning environment; 

or, seen from another perspective, existing measures or systems are not efficient enough 

in integrating these older students into the education system and local community. 

 

Based on the findings of this study, the consultant makes 14 recommendations in 6 

different areas:  ( see Appendix IV for complete listing)  

 

VII. 1   Schooling 
 

Participants’ remarks suggest that a huge gap exists between schooling in China and 

Canada.  Most of the participants appear to come from major Chinese cities, which have 

undergone rapid transformation in the past 15 to 20 years.   The students were somehow 

conditioned not only by a fast-paced lifestyle in general but also by an extremely busy 

school schedule.  The older students immigrated at a time when they were already in 

Chinese high school.  High school years in China are the busiest years for students since 

they are supposed to prepare for the highly competitive national university entrance 

examination, through which only a small percentage of high school graduates can enter 

university.  High-pressure from school administrators, teachers, parents, and peers forces 

everyone to study hard, endure long school days, heavy school workload, and frequent 

tests and examinations.  It is also a common phenomenon in China that high school 

students attend extra classes at weekends. The busy schedule and competitive 

environment are physically exhausting, yet somehow mentally invigorating according to 
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many focus group participants: they said that they felt more motivated, self-confident, 

and fulfilled while attending schools in China.  

 

These students seem to have great difficulty in adjusting to the slower pace of life in 

Vancouver and the Canadian education system based on different educational principles.  

It seems that once the external pressure is gone, the majority of them are unable to 

exercise self-discipline.  As a result, they do not have enough motivation to do more than 

what is required by teachers although they know that they need and should work hard to 

improve their English.  The large amount of free time after school becomes largely a 

negative factor in their life. 

 

They are further discouraged by the ESL and Transition Programs.  While these students 

knew that they would have to improve their English after coming to Canada, it is clear 

that few anticipated that they would be placed in ESL and Transition Programs and might 

stay within them for years.  It seems that programs designed to incorporate non-English 

speaking immigrant students into the Canadian education system have had an unintended 

negative impact on some of these students since the majority of focus group participants 

(83%) expressed their dissatisfaction with schooling experience in Vancouver, 

specifically regarding the ways in which ESL and Transition Programs are set up and 

operate.  How representative these students’ views are remains a question, yet this is 

clearly the most prominent issue raised by them. 

 

 

Recommendations:  

 

1. Further investigations into this issue are to be carried out with a larger 

sample of students. 

 

2. An orientation program for older PRC students needs to be formulated and 

administered through the collaboration between various public institutions 

and community organizations to better prepare older students from the 

PRC for schooling in Vancouver. 

 

3. Based on the findings of this and further studies, the Vancouver School 

Board and school authorities should begin to consider alternative models to 

facilitate faster integration of older PRC students into the education system: 

e.g. intensive English immersion program at selected schools. 

 

4. The Vancouver School Board and school authorities should consider the 

feasibility of some of the students’ suggestions (see focus group 

participants’ suggestions in Section V) and look for ways to best utilize 

students’ assets/abilities and retain their motivations. 

 

5. The Vancouver School Board, individual schools and community 

organizations such as SUCCESS should work together to formulate regular 

social and information events for older ESL students. Guest speakers could 
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be invited to talk to students about various subjects (college and university 

entrance requirements, career development, etc.) that are of interest to 

students.  

 

 

VII. 2   Making English-speaking Friends 

 

Building up friendships with local residents is an important area of immigration 

integration. The findings of this study reveal that many older PRC students have not been 

able to establish a social circle in which communication in English and cross-cultural 

exchanges are the key.  Except the few hours they spend in school each day, these 

students mostly socialize with fellow Chinese speakers. This problem may not disappear 

as time passes since many anecdotal cases show that in-group interactions make it even 

more difficult to break language and cultural barriers, whereas friendships with English- 

speaking local residents help newcomers to learn the host language and culture much 

faster. 

 

Recommendations: 

 

6. The Project Steering Group should work together to create opportunities 

for cross-cultural interactions conducted in English (e.g. considering a 

buddy-up system to enable new immigrant students to make friends with 

English speaking students, and organizing social and cultural events for 

students of various background to exchange views and share life 

experiences).  

 

 

VII. 3   Participation in School Sports And Out-of-school Activities 

 

The findings of focus group sessions suggest that PRC students’ non-participation in 

school sports is an effect of cultural and experiential gaps. While most of the students do 

take part in self-organized sports and out-of-school recreational activities, it is necessary 

for various public institutions to pay attention to this issue since school sports and out-of-

school recreational activities are important components of cultural and social life, and the 

lack of participation by immigrant students in these activities invariably impedes their 

integration into the host culture and society.  

 

Recommendations: 

 

7. Schools, Park Board and community centres should work together to set up 

new programs to introduce Canadian sports (e.g. baseball, hockey, etc.) to 

older immigrant students from non-English speaking countries.   

 

8. Schools, Park Board and community centres need to work together to 

create special sports and recreational activities that would involve both 
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immigrant students and local residents/students and facilitate the 

interaction between them. 

 

9. Schools, Park Board and community centres need to improve information 

distribution in schools and community centers and ensure program and 

activity information reaches immigrant students.  

 

 

VII. 4    Sense of Self (Emotional Well-being) 

 

Although survey findings show that most of the respondents reported positive comments 

regarding their sense of self and feelings towards living in Vancouver, half of the focus 

group participants revealed that they are struggling with feelings of disorientation and 

loss.  These symptoms cannot be merely viewed as those of culture shock, since the 

length of participants’ time spent in Vancouver does not seem to correlate to individual 

emotional well-being.  Most of the students came to Canada with clear educational and 

career goals (and some had high, even unrealistic, expectations).  It is noteworthy that 

their feelings of loss and disorientation are linked to their schooling experience in 

Vancouver.  They want more structure, pressure, and opportunities, believing that faster 

progress in their study will make them feel more fulfilled.  

 

Recommendations: 

 

10. The Vancouver School Board, individual schools, and community 

organizations should work together to find ways to address students’ 

learning and emotional needs. 

 

11. The above-mentioned parties should work together to provide counseling 

or other support to students who feel disoriented and lost.  

  

 

VII. 5   Family 

 

The impact of immigration on families has varied manifestations.  The findings of this 

study suggest that not all family relations deteriorated after immigration and that 

immigration may strengthen some families while weakening others.  The Project Steering 

Group of this study needs to be aware of the various patterns of parent-children relations 

existing among recent immigrants from the PRC, including:  

 

• astronaut (absentee)parents who have left their children in Vancouver and are 

attending their business in China.  While some students remarked that the parent-

children relationship did not suffer because of the separation, others found the 

separation impose a burden on them;   

• struggling and unhappy parents who were professionals in China but are now 

working in low-paying jobs in Vancouver, and who are too caught up in economic 
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survival and are unable to give enough attention to their children’s emotional and 

academic needs; 

• parents who have high expectations and put high pressure on children, wanting 

them to succeed in the new country.  They may have little understanding what 

their children are going through in adjusting to the new learning environment and 

hence may not give their children adequate support. 

 

Recommendation: 

 

12. The Vancouver School Board, individual schools, community organizations 

and parents should work together to enhance communication between 

schools, teachers and immigrant parents.  Parents of ESL students need to 

participate in school or community orientation activities, to provide 

feedback to schools and teachers and to participate in Parent Advisory 

Group activities.  Parents participation can be supported by the School 

Multicultural Liaison Workers.  

 

 

VII. 6   Community 

 

Focus group findings suggest that language and cultural barriers have prevented 

participants from getting involved in the local community at large.  Their non-

involvement and isolation contribute, in turn, to their feelings of alienation.  A positive 

sign is that an overwhelming majority of the participants want to know more about 

Vancouver and would like to have more social, cross-cultural interactions.   

 

Recommendations: 

 

13. The Project Steering Group and interested community groups should work 

together to establish or link students to community-based programs which 

help students to get more involved or informed about the local community. 

 

14. The Project Steering Group and interested community groups should work 

together to create other opportunities (e.g. field trips, workshops) to enable 

immigrant students and their parents to learn more about the history and 

current issues of the Vancouver community.    
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Appendix I. 
 

Table I.   Profile of students who participated in the Survey Questionnaire 

 

       1987               1986             1985           1984            Totals 

 

    Number    8                    15       20  10         53 

 

    Male         3          13      9   7         32 

    Female     5           2                  11   3                 21              

 

 

 

Table II.  Profile of students who participated in Focus Group sessions 

 

Group I 

Student # 

Sex Age Time in 

Canada 

ESL Grade 

1 M 18 1 year 1 11 

2 F 17 18 months 3 11 

3 F 17 9 months Transition 11 

4 F 19 2 years 3 12 

5 F 18 1 year 3 11 

6 F 17 2 years 3 11 

7 F 16 2 years 3 11 

8 M 17 4 months 3 11 

9 M 18 1 year 3 11 

10 M 17 2 year 3 11 

11 M 16 18
 
months 3 10 

 

 

Group I 

Student # 

Sex Age Time in 

Canada 

ESL Grade 

1 M 17 9 months 3 11 

2 M 18 1 year 3 11 

3 M 18 9 months 3 12 

4 M 17 2 years 1 10 

5 M 17 2 years Transition 11 

6 M 17 9 months 3 12 

7 F 18 3 years 3 11 

8 F 17 13 months 1 10 

9 F 19 20 months  1 11 

10 F  17 8 months 1 11 

11 F  18 2 years 1 11 

12 F 18 18 months 3 11 
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Appendix II. 
 

Survey Questionnaire 

 

April/May 2003 

 

ESL Student Survey - Churchill Secondary School 
 

Name :                                                          (Optional) 

Age  : ________________                       

Grade :  ___________                           

Country of Origin: ____________     

First Language:________________________                                                      

Length of time in Canada (months/years):  _______________                             

 

 

Survey Purpose:  
Some students arrive in Vancouver in their late teens and have little time in school to 

learn English and to get credits for graduation.  Adapting to life in Vancouver may be 

difficult, and students are concerned about their futures.  School Board, City staff, and 

Community Agency are also concerned, and want to look at ways to help make the 

adaptation process easier.  You can assist us by completing this questionnaire. 

 

Thank you for your co-operation and participation!! 

 

Please circle your answer to each question. ( choose one: Yes / Somewhat / No / Not Sure) 

 

 

 

A. Before arriving in Canada: 
 

1. I felt good about school in China  ( Yes /  Somewhat /  No / Not Sure)       

 

2. I had good family relationships in China    

 

3. I have many friends in China.     

 

4. I felt good about myself in China.     

 

5. I participated in sports in school in China.    

 

6. I enjoyed participating in school sports in China.   

 

7. I participated in out-of-school activities in China.   

   

 Gender: M_______    F  _________ 
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8. I enjoyed out-of-school activities in China.   

 

9. I had good health in China.                

 

10. I learned about Canada before I left China.   

 

11. My family made the right decision to come to Canada.  

 

12. I was involved in deciding to come to Canada.                  

 

13. I knew about graduation requirements in Canada 

      before I came                                                                      

 

14. I knew about the Canadian School system                         

 

15. I knew that I would be in an ESL class                              

 

16. I knew that it would take years to learn English                

 

 

B. Arriving in Vancouver: 

 

17. I feel good about attending school in Vancouver.  

 

18. I can handle the amount of school work.    

 

19. I understand what’s being taught in school.   

 

20. I believe I can finish high school.                

 

21. I will go to college or university.     

 

22. My parents expect me to go to college or university.  

 

23. I believe that my family came to Canada for 

      my education                                                                     

 

24. I have made friends in school here.    

 

25. It’s easy to meet English-speaking friends                        

 

26. I miss my friends and other family members in China.  

 

27. I have made friends from places other than my home country 

                                                                                                                 

28. I participate in sports at school here.    
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29. I participate in out-of-school activities here.   

 

30. I know where to go for sports and recreation in  Vancouver. 

          

31. I am involved in the Vancouver community.                     

 

32. I enjoy sports and out-of-school activities.   

 

33. I can afford to pay for sports or out-of-school activities.  

 

34. I have good health in Canada.     

 

35. I feel good about myself in Canada.    

 

36. I feel good about my life in Canada.    

 

37. I want to learn more about Vancouver.    

 

38. I have a lot of freedom in Vancouver.                                                           

 

39. I manage my free time well.                                              

 

40. I expect to live in Vancouver or Canada after graduation.   

 

Any other comments: 
 

      

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Thank you for completing the questionnaire!! 
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Appendix III. 
 

Focus Group Questions: 

 

Schooling 

 

1. How do you assess your overall experience in school here: positive or negative? 

Why? 

2. Do you think you can finish high school?  If “no,” why not?   

3. Will you go to college or university after you graduate from high school? If “no,” 

why not?  What are the obstacles?   

4. Do you know what’s required to enroll in post-secondary education programs? 

5. What can be done (by whom?) to help you study and go to college and university? 

6. Do you wish to improve your English skills?  What’s the best way to do that?  

Would you attend a language club? 

 

 

Friends and Family 

 

1. Have you developed a closer relationship with your family after you arrived in 

Vancouver?  Why or why not? 

2. Have you developed good relationships with friends in Vancouver?  Why or why 

not? 

3. Is it easy to make English-speaking friends?   Why not?   

4. Do you wish to make English-speaking friends?  What can you gain by having 

English-speaking friends? 

5. What can be done (by whom?) to help you make English-speaking friends? 

 

 

Sports and Out-of-school Activities  

 

1. Do you participate in sports at school here?   Why not?  

2. Do you participate in local sports and recreation? What type? Where? Why? 

3. Do you participate in out-of-school activities here?  What type? Where? Why or 

why not?   

4. Do you know where to go for sports and out-of-school activities?   

5. What should be done (by whom?) so that you would consider participating?  

6. What’s the best time and day of week would you be most likely to participate? 

(Friday night, Saturday afternoon or Saturday evening or Sunday afternoon or 

evening) 

 

 

Sense of Self and life in Canada   

 

1. What have you gained or lost by immigrating to Vancouver? 
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4. If you were now given an opportunity to decide on immigrating to Canada, would 

you still choose to come to Vancouver?  Why or why not? 

2. Do you I feel good about yourself in Canada? Why or why not?  

3. Do you feel good about you life Canada?  Why or why not?   

4. What can be done (by whom?) to help you improve your self-esteem and life? 

 

Community 

 

3. Do you know about community programs and services in Vancouver?  What kind? 

How did you learn about them?  What do you think are still missing in existing 

programs? 

4. Are you involved in the Vancouver community?  (your idea of “Vancouver 

community”?) Why not? 

5. What can be done (by whom) so that you can be more involved in the community? 

 

Future 

 

1. Do you expect to live in Vancouver or Canada after graduation?  Why or why not? 

2. If you do go to college or university here, what kind of job(s) do you wish to have 

after graduation?  Do you know the required qualifications?   

3. What kind of employment or pre-employment training do you think would help? 

 

 



Youth From China – A Preliminary Look at Education and Integration Needs In Vancouver       

________________________________________________________________________                                                                     

 34 

Appendix IV.  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

1. Further investigations into this issue are to be carried out with a larger sample of 

students. 

 

2. An orientation program for older PRC students needs to be formulated and 

administered through collaboration between various public institutions and 

community organizations to better prepare older students from the PRC for 

schooling in Vancouver. 

 

3. Based on the findings of this and further studies, the Vancouver School Board 

should begin to consider alternative models to facilitate faster integration of older 

PRC students into the education system: e.g. intensive English immersion 

program at selected schools. 

 

4. The Vancouver School Board consider the feasibility of some of the students’ 

suggestions (see focus group participants’ suggestions in Section V) and look for 

ways to best utilize students’ assets/abilities and retain their motivations. 

 

5. The Vancouver School Board, individual schools and community organizations 

such as SUCCESS should work together to formulate regular social and 

information events for older ESL students. Guest speakers could be invited to talk 

to students about various subjects (college and university entrance requirements, 

career development, volunteer opportunities etc.) that are of interest to students.  

 

6. The Project Steering Group should work together to create opportunities for 

cross-cultural interactions conducted in English.  E.g. considering a buddy-up 

system to enable new immigrant students to make friends with English-speaking 

students, and organizing social and cultural events for students of various 

background to exchange views and share life experiences.  

 

7. Schools, Parks Board and Community Centers work together to set up new 

programs to introduce Canadian sports (e.g. baseball, hockey, etc.) to older 

immigrant students from non-English speaking countries.   

 

8. Schools, Parks Board and Community Centers work together to create special 

sports and recreational activities that would involve both immigrant students and 

local residents/students and facilitate the interaction between them. 

 

9. Schools, Parks Board and Community Centers improve information distribution 

in schools and community centers and ensure program and activity information 

reaches immigrant students.  
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10. The Vancouver School Board, individual schools and community organizations 

should work together to address students’ learning and emotional needs. 

 

11. The Vancouver School Board, individual schools and community organizations 

work together to provide counseling or other support to students who feel 

disoriented and lost.  

 

12. The Vancouver School Board, individual schools, community organizations and 

parents work together to enhance communication between schools, teachers and 

immigrant parents. Parents need to participate in school and community-

organized orientation activities, to provide feedback to schools and teachers ( e.g. 

via School Multicultural Workers), and to participate in Parent Advisory Group 

activities. 

 

13. The Project Steering Group and interested community groups work together to 

establish or link ESL students to community-based programs which help students 

to get more involved or informed about the local community. 

 

14. The Project Steering Group and interested community groups work together to 

create other opportunities (e.g. field trips, workshops) to enable immigrant 

students and their parents to learn more about the history and current issues of the 

Vancouver community.  

 


